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Wednesday 12 March2008 departure from Geneva with Nadine, ourse In Pariswe meetwith Dr
FrancoiseGiaume- anesthetist anBr Bogdan Georgescitlrellow in Gynecology at thalbert Einstein
University inNew York. Flight AF 730to Ouagadougowhere we take our luggagehich includes5

kilos of medical material

Discussiorwith Augustin Koditombe at th@k Innhotel about the recruitment b$tula patientsfor the
areaf Zabre andManga. Augustins in charge of the recruitment of women with fistula since 10 yeat
and his collaboration is highly appreciated. | initiated a contact between hiSeatidellego take his
patients from his area to Tanguieta and to make theifalp. However, we come to the conclusibat
Sentinellexcannot currently take care of more patients and that a paralfelgemerghould be

organized on Augustin personal commitment so as to guarantee a long term post operative follow L
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Meetingwith Augustin Koditoméat Ouagadougou



Thursday 13 March 2008 departure by van to Tanguiet&/e stop inF a d a ouNmai early afternoon
to meet withDr Josiane Diallpwho is in charge of the department of Urology of Fada Hospital. The
meeting is abouhe last surgical missionhich took place ifFada in Januarand was conducted byrD
Moussa GuirandDr JeanLalaudefrom France. Sentineltawvas in charge of the recruitment of patients
and the follow up and UNFPA participated for the material expeBsd3iallo was complainingbout

the quality of the suture material. | suggested that she can go to Tanguieta dhd ta&eerial there

from the GFMER stock. It is agreed to maintain the fistula missions taking place in Fada into the GF
Program as agreed wibr MoussaGuiro. Dr Diallois planning to go to Tanguieta during the next
mission to take place in October

Part of the surgicastaff together with Dr Josiane Diallo
Dr Francoise Giaume, anegtist from Nice
France

At our arrival inTanguketa, we pay a visit tatheFreresd e | 6 Or dr e Hospi t alamnder
notice with pleasure th&rotherFlorent Dr J-B. Priuli is doing well after the fracture of his femur and
that he has gone back to work.

Once there, we are informed that 16 patients have tespitalizedand that the surgical program for
Friday is already scheduled. Are already thBreSost@e Adissofrom Cotonou, Dr Tamodrom
BemberekeandDr Richard Engdrom Ouagadougouas well as gynecologists working in Tangui@a,
ReneDarateandDr Dieudonre Zaongo. Samuel Somarugahas been there for alreatl daysandtakes
care ofthe list of hospitalized patients, particularly according to their coukigwing that patients from
Burkinaaretaken care of by the stadf Sentinelles4 assistants gynecology from theCHU of Cotonou
are also preent.After putting the material in the operating theater, we all meet foedin

Friday 14 March 2008 first surgical daywhere 5 vesicevaginalfistulasarerepairedon 2 tableslt is an
opportunity to experiment the new larhpxtecwith an integrated digital camera which not only allows
us to record the interventions on a CD, but also gives the possibility to the assistants to be able to v
the intervention in real time on &gscreen.



At the end of the daypr Dramane Cisseho will be the first intern of thBES of Urology in Cotonou
joins the team for the mission

In the evening, a theoretical session is organized and lasts until 23 hours

Saurday 15March 2008 there ae 4 fistula repairs planned together with an ablation of stone of the
underurethraof a patient from Cotonou. A6 hours, departure of the whole team into two cars for the
visit of thePendjaripark

Sunday 16 March 2008 arrival of Jim Peabodyvho joins the missions a couple of days later, but we &
really happy to see himgain inTanguketa.

Spending the day and the night in the park has been a very nice experience, particularly because n
the doctors who are being trained in Cotonou have never visited the North of Benin. This visit gave
the opportunity to closely see elephants, &lo§ and even a lion.

Monday 17 March 2008 normal surgical day with 4 fistula repaired including 1 very complesi¢oee
andredo-vagina). Examnation of many patients who were awaitimgspitalization Meeting in the
evening withBrotherFlorentandBrotherBonifaceto discuss about the status of obstetric fistula activiti
and the GFMER program at the Tanguieta hospital.



Tuesdayl18March 2008 surgical day at the end of whigke come tdl8 patientso have undergone
surgery since thbeginningof the missionIn the afternoon, we receive a delegation leade@rby
SerigneGueyefrom Dakar.

He is escorted by PraXavier-Rere Perin from CotonouDr. Theodore Soudfrom UNFPA Cotonou,

Dr Traore WHO representative and the Delegate of the Minister of Hedltle following people are also
participating in the meetindpr Ali, coordinate of Tangueta area, BrotheFlorent, Dr ReneDarate, Dr
Didier Komorgui andDr Dieudonre Zaongo. The purpose fathe meeting is to discuss theanagement
policy for womenliving with obstetric fistula in Beninfhe minutes of the meeting will be prepared by
UNFPA. At the end of the meeting, Brother Florent and | are inviteBroy Gueyeto participateand
presenbur programat thePan AfricanUrology Congress to be held in October in Dakar.

Wednesdayl9 March 2008 operating day with a heavy workload. Unfortunately, a patient who
underwent surgery 3 days ago ltmeveloped an ania It was a case of complex figa for which the
repair led to the obstruction of ureters requiring a review withimpéantation on both sides. At the end
of the day, 4 students (4th year DES) arrived ffdmtonouto replace the preceding ones with whom we
really appreciated to work

Thursday 20 March 2008 operating dayin the evening, the whole staff of the maternity operating
theatre is inviteda the traditional dinner which is meant to thank all the collaborators for their respec
commitment to make the mission a succégs.all meet on the terrace of the APP restaurant.




Friday 21 March 2008 Operating dayMeeting with the doctor in charge of thisedicalarea with other
people among whomainne-Marie Pilonnelof SentinellesThemeeting is about the screening and the
sensitization of women with fistula.rili informs us thaUNFPA has started the decentralization of its
activitiesand that he himself is in direct contact with UNFPA Cotonou to develop a policy of
managementof VWVF n t he medi cal area of Tanguieta. W
Essor an NGO in Benin. This NGO deakith health and educatioandis now interested in developing
an activity around women with fistula.
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Meeting with people ioharge of the medical area

Anne-Marie Pilonnelthinks thatSentinells could envisage a sponsorship to hegsorin the
management and followp of women with fistula, on the basis of their existing forms which are
compatible with the GFMER Database. If this is established, GFMER could financially seEpportia
the St. Jean de Dieu Hospital.

Saturdy 22 March 2008 operating day. In the morning, we undertake 2 urinary derivations
(implantation of ureters in a pocket made with the large intestine).

Then the whole teamincluding the 2° group of vaginal surgery and fistulology DES of Cotoiiou
leaves for the Rga camp.

We stop at the health centre of Porga to invite the Brothers for dinner. Before that, we make a visio
in thepark

In the evening| speak with Brothe®livier and Brothedustinabout the situation of the maternity of
Porga. Almost five years after its inauguration, the number of deliveries increases every year, but tt
maternity is facing financial difficulties particularly for the functioning budget, and | suggest that an
activity report of the last five years should be prepared, for me to presetiietferes de nos Freres
once back in Geneva, as they are the onesspbnsored thbuilding.

Sunday 23 March 2008 Vision stroll with 2 cars in thpark with a picnic in thébush. In the evening,
we are invited by the Brothers for a comntymeal. Late in the evening, | have a meeting with Brothe
Boniface,Director, BrotherCosmewho is the new prigras well as Brothéflorent the medical



