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SEX        vs.     GENDER
SEX:

Refers to physiological 

attributes that identify a 

person as male or 

female:

ÅGenital organs

ÅType of predominant 

hormones

ÅAbility to produce 

sperm or ova

ÅAbility to give birth and 

breastfeed

GENDER:

Refers to widely shared 

ideas and expectations 

(norms) concerning men 

and women:

Includes ideas about 

òtypicallyó 

feminine/female and 

masculine/male 

characteristics, abilities, 

and behaviors.


