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Africa

Haemorrhage, 33.9

Hypertensive Disorders, 9.1

Sepsis/Infections, 9.7
Abortion, 3.9

Obstructed Labour, 4.1

Ectopic Pregnancy, 0.5

Embolism, 2.0

Other Direct, 4.9

HIV/AIDS, 6.2

Anaemia, 3.7

Other Indirect Deaths, 16.7

Unclassified Deaths, 5.4

Haemorrhage, 30.8

Hypertensive Disorders, 9.1

Sepsis/Infections, 11.6Abortion, 5.7

Obstructed Labour, 9.4
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Embolism, 0.4

Other Direct, 1.6

HIV/AIDS, 0.0

Anaemia, 12.8

Other Indirect Deaths, 12.5

Unclassified Deaths, 6.1

Asia
Haemorrhage, 20.8

Hypertensive Disorders, 25.7

Sepsis/Infections, 7.7

Abortion, 12.0

Obstructed Labour, 13.4

Ectopic Pregnancy, 0.5

Embolism, 0.6

Other Direct, 3.8

Anaemia, 0.1

Other Indirect Deaths, 3.9

Unclassified Deaths, 11.7

Latin America & 
The Caribbean

Haemorrhage, 13.4

Hypertensive Disorders, 16.1

Sepsis/Infections, 2.1

Abortion, 8.2

Ectopic Pregnancy, 4.9

Embolism, 14.9

Other Direct, 21.3

HIV/AIDS, 0.0

Other Indirect Deaths, 14.4

Unclassified Deaths, 4.8

Developed 
Countries



Study Years Country Quality 
N of women 

with PPH 
Total N of 

women 
Prevalence 

Khan 1997 1995-1995 UAE Medium 90 821 10.96 

Nordstrom 
1997 

1993-1994 Sweden Low 74 487 15.20 

Waldenstrom 
1997a 

1989-1993 Sweden Low 106 847 12.51 

Waldenstrom 
1997b 

1989-1993 Sweden Low 106 834 12.71 

Rogers 1998 1993-1995 UK Medium 126 764 16.49 

Rotchell 1998 1992-1994 Barbados Low 175 1822 9.60 

Walley 2000 1998-1999 Ghana Low 2 401 0.50 

Kundodyiwa 
2001 

1999-2000 Zimbabwe High 34 256 13.30 
 

 

PPH (controlled trials - bleeding >500 ml)



Strategies to reduce 
postpartum blood loss

ÂActive management

ïwhich uterotonic?

ÂRestrictive episiotomy

ÂRetained placenta management



Prevention of PPH

Clinical

Â Active management
ïUterotonic
ÁDrug/dose/route 

(oxytocin/syntometrine 
/ergometrine/misoprostol)

ÁTiming (anterior shoulder 
/ baby/placenta)

ïControlled cord traction

ïCord clamping ïtiming

ïUterine massage ï
duration, procedure

Â Expectant management

System / environment
ïManual skills

ïInjection safety

ïStorage conditions

ïPharmaceutical commodity 
management

Cost
ïPurchase cost

ïIndirect costs


