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Overview of talk

ÅGlobal epidemiology of STIs/RTIs

ÅPopulation-based prevalence of RTIs

ÅSequelae of STIs

ÅTV & Bacterial vaginosis in pregnancy

ÅSyphilis in pregnancy

ÅHIV in pregnancy

ÅOptions for prevention and care
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Estimated  
 

 Cases of Curable 

Bacterial STIs  among Adults, 1999 

Incidence bacterial STIs : ~340 million 
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Reminder

RTIs= Reproductive Tract Infections

ÅEndogenous infections

ÅIatrogenic infections 

ÅSexually transmitted infections (STIs)
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Purpose of surveillance

ÅTo assess magnitude of STI burden at 

global, regional & country levels 

ÅTo identify vulnerable population groups

ÅTo provide data to advocate for resources 

for intervention activities

ÅTo monitor impact of intervention activities 
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Technical problems

Åcapturing asymptomatic infection (esp. in women)

Åhealth-care seeking mainly outside surveillance sites (in 

private sector)

Ådifferences in risk and epidemiology for specific STIs 

Problems with STI surveillance

Health-care system problems

ÅLogistical requirements

ÅFinancial requirements

Consequence 

Åvery few STI surveillance programmes in resource-poor 

countries



F
J
N

_
S

T
I_

2
0

0
8

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

900

1000

1100

1200

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002

R
a

te
 p

e
r 

1
0

0
,0

0
0

 p
o

p
u

la
ti

o
n

<16

16-19

20-24

25-34

35-44

45+

*Data are currently unavailable from Scotland for 2001 and 2002.

Source: HPA, UK
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Measuring STIs in Resource Poor Settings

ÅProblem: lack of surveillance systems, or 
[gender-specific] problems with existing 
surveillance 

ÅSolution: use results from ñspecial studiesò at 
national or international level 

ÅAction: results are used to calculate burden of 
disease (important for planning and resource 
allocation)
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Population-based prevalence of RTIs in 

resource poor countries

ÅResults from a systematic review of published 

and unpublished community-based studies of 

RTIs (1966-2000)

ï28 studies identified

ï10 countries represented

ï17 studies women only

ï3 studies men only

ï8 studies men and women (not reported here)

(Elias, Low and Hawkes, 2003)
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Population-based prevalence of RTIs, 

Asian Region 1989-2000
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Population-based prevalence of RTIs, 

African Region, 1973-1999
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What are the complications and 

sequelae of RTIs?

In adults

ÅPelvic inflammatory disease 
(PID)

ÅEctopic pregnancy

ÅSpontaneous abortions

ÅPost-partum infections

ÅInfertility (male & female)

ÅCancers (cervical, anal, 
penile, liver)

ÅIncreased HIV transmission

In children

ÅStillbirths 

ÅPrematurity, low birth 
weight

ÅCongenital syphilis

ÅConjunctivitis and 
blindness

ÅPneumonia
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Fallopian tube damage as a cause of female 

infertility in the world

Cates W et al, Lancet, 1985


