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Causes of male infertility(1)

ÁTesticular insufficiency
ÁCryptorchidism

ÁOrchitis, torsion

ÁChemo and radiotherapy

ÁGenetic (Klinefelter, Y deletion)

ÁEndocrine disorders
ÁKallmann, Leydig tumour, pituitary



Causes of male infertility(2)

ÁObstruction of the genital tract
Áabsence of the vas deferens (congenital, CF)

Áprostatic cyst

Áepididymal or vasal obstruction (inf. or surg.)

ÁVaricocele

ÁMiscellaneous
Ásexual problem, « idiopathic »



Only a few causes of  male 

infertility can be surgically treated

ÁVaricocele

ÁObstructive causes 7% to 14% of 

azoospermia



Obstruction

ÁCongenital

ïagenesis
ï cystic fibrosis

ïYoungôs syndrome
ï ciliary dyskinesia in      

epididymal head

ÁAcquired

ïinfectious
ï tuberculosis, 

chlamydia

ïsurgical damage
ïvasectomy

ïhernia repair

ïorchidopexy



VARICOCELE

Á15% of normal males

Á40%  of primary infertility 
ÁBilateral

Á80% in secondary infertility
ÁDeleterious effect

ÁEffect of the heat, enzymatic 



VARICOCELE
Indication for surgery

ÁInfertility
ÁClinical « bag of worms » 

ÁSubclinical

ÁScrotal pain


