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Challenges in measuring

Violence against women

C Garcia-Moreno
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Objectives of this training session

To discuss some essential principles 

and challenges around measuring 

violence against women 

To give you access to the tools and 

resources that you may want to useé
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1. Sources of data on violence against women

2. Definitions: study population, violence

3. Development of questionnaire, including 

translation

4. Examples of questions, results and 

presentation of data (WHO VAW Study)
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Records from police, courts, hospital, etc

Newspaper articles

Population based surveys: 
National crime victimization surveys

Demographic and reproductive health surveys

Focussed specialized surveys

Short module added to other surveys

Sources for data on 

prevalence of VAW
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According to police 

records in Nicaragua, 

3,000 women 

reported domestic 

violence in 1995

According to 

population based 

surveys 150,000 

women suffered 

domestic violence in 

1995

Service based data do not represent 

the actual situation in the population é
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Service based records are not 

easy to interpreté

In 1997 more than 

8,000 cases were 

reported

Did rates of violence 

increase?

During this period 

special police stations 

for women were 

opened throughout 

the country, and 

media campaigns 

carried out
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More services and better quality of care

More women reporting violence

KNOW WHAT YOUR 

DATA TELL YOU
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What about population-based data on 

prevalence of violence?

Prevalence figures on violence are highly sensitive 

to methodological issues

Population-based research on violence raises 

major issues of safety and ethics

Results useful for understanding the magnitude and 

characteristics of violence
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What is your objective?

To raise awareness about the problem

To influence policy

To monitor trends

To contribute to indicators at global level

To compare between countries

To understand more about violence, the 
associations, risk and protective factors

Short 

module

Special 

survey
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Minimum conditions for using

a short module

Measures to protect safety of respondents and 

interviewers

Crisis intervention and referrals to specialized 

services for respondents who need this 

Special training and emotional support and 

follow-up for interviewers
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1. Sources of data on violence against women

2. Definitions: study population, violence

3. Development of questionnaire, including 

translation 

4. Examples of questions, results and 

presentation of data (WHO VAW Study)
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UN Definition of Violence 

against Women

"Any act of gender-based violence that 

results in, or is likely to result in, physical, 

sexual or psychological harm or suffering 

of women, including threats of such acts, 

coercion, or arbitrary deprivation of liberty 

whether occurring in public or in private 

life".


