
0
7

_
P

V
L

_
H

U
G

_
M

a
rc

h
/1

Sexual and reproductive health 

work at WHO

Catherine d'Arcangues, PhD MD

Department of Reproductive Health and Research

World Health Organization

Training Course in Sexual and Reproductive Health Research

Geneva, 16 February 2009



0
7

_
P

V
L

_
H

U
G

_
M

a
rc

h
/2

How it begané

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

1600 1700 1800 1900 2000 2100

B
ill

io
n
s

WHA 18.49

1999

1987

1974

1960

1927

1804

2013...................................................................



0
7

_
P

V
L

_
H

U
G

_
M

a
rc

h
/3

HRPôs history [1]

ñREQUESTS the Director-General to develop 

further the programme proposed:

(a) in the fields of reference services, studies on 

medical aspects of sterility and fertility control 

methods and health aspects of population 

dynamics; éò

(WHA Resolution 18.49; 1965)
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1965: Human Reproduction Unit within

existing Division of Family Health

(WHA Resolution 18.49; 1965)

1972-1988: WHO (Expanded) Special Programme of 
Research, Development and Research 
Training in Human Reproduction

1988-present: UNDP/UNFPA/WHO/World Bank                                                                                                    
cosponsored Special Programme

(WHA Resolution 41.9; 1988)

HRPôs history [2]
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Department of Reproductive Health 
and Research (RHR)

Created in November 1998

Composed of two pre-existing entities

ïUNDP/UNFPA/WHO/World Bank Special 

Programme of Research, Development and 

Research Training in Human Reproduction (HRP)

ïWHO Division of Reproductive Health (Technical 

Support) (RHT)

RHR = RHT (PDRH)+HRP
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The International Conference on 

Population and Development (Cairo, 1994)

The new conceptual framework

ñReproductive health is a state of complete 

physical, mental and social well-being and not 

merely the absence of disease or infirmity, in all 

matters relating to the reproductive system and 

to its functions and processes...ò

(ICPD Programme of Action, paragraph 7.2)
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(ICPD Programme of Action, para. 7.6)

ñAll countries should strive to make 

accessible through the primary health-care 

systems, reproductive health to all 

individuals of appropriate ages as soon as 

possible and no later than the year 2015.ò

Overall goal
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Reproductive ill-health accounts for substantial 

portions of global burden of disease
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0

Reproductive ill-health as proportion of global 

burden of disease shows no sign of declining
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1

Millennium Development Goals

I. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

II. Achieve universal primary education

III. Promote gender equity and empowerment of 
women

IV. Reduce child mortality

V. Improve maternal health

VI. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases

VII. Ensure environmental sustainability

VIII. Develop a global partnership for development
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2

"Sexual and reproductive health 

Ƅ essential for reaching the Goals"

(pages 82-84)
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3

"To this end we commit ourselves to:

é

(g) Achieving universal access to reproductive health 

by 2015, as set out at the International Conference 

on Population and Development, integrating this 

goal in strategies to attain the internationally agreed 

development goals, including those contained in the 

Millennium Declaration, é"
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4

The final recognition of the role of sexual and 

reproductive health in achieving MDGs

ñéI am therefore recommending the incorporation 

of these commitments [i.e. those agreed at the 

2005 World Summit] into the set of targets used to 

follow up on the Millennium Declaration. This 

includes: é a new target under Goal 5: to achieve 

universal access to reproductive health by 2015; éò

Report of the Secretary-General on the work of the Organization,

General Assembly Sixty-first Session, 2 October 2006


