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CORE INDICATOR 17:

ADOLESCENT BIRTH RATES

ADOLESCENT BIRTH RATE (ABR)

Definition Source

The number of births to adolescent females, aged DHS, PMA2020 Survey in select years
15-19 occurring during a given reference period

per 1,000 adolescent females.




YOUTH POPULATION IN FP2020

COUNTRIES IN ASIA
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YOUTH POPULATION IN FP2020

COUNTRIES IN AFRICA

Age Groups
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KEY LIFE EVENTS

o Patterns of key life events:
e Age atfirst sex
e Age at marriage
e Age atfirst birth
e Understanding local patterns is critical for

developing context-specific approaches
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MEDIAN AGE AT KEY LIFE

EVENTS: WEST AFRICA
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CONTRACEPTIVE USE

AND UNMET NEED

Levels of contraceptive use and unmet need
range widely across countries:

Contraceptive use among married women
aged 15-19 ranges from 1% in Nigeria to
53% in Myanmar

Contraceptive use among married women
aged 20-24 is generally higher, ranging from
4% in Chad to almost 64% in Zimbabwe
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Special Analysis: Understanding Data on Adolescents and Youth

< [ l Download estimate tables with adolescent/youth indicator data.
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DRAMATIC CHANGES IN EARLY MARRIAGE IN INDIA

Indlia's Nationat Family Health Survey a4 INFHS-a) In 2015-2016, the Brst Demogeaphic Health Survey in a decate. revealad a dramiabe decline In child marmage in India
Definad as the mamage of a girl under 592 18 or a man under 3ge 21 child marnage was prohibitaa by Law with the Child Mamage Restraint Act of 1629 and the
Prohitation of Chwd Marrage Act in 2006 Yel In the 2005-06 DHS. 45% of wonen aged 20-24 reported thal they were mamed before 18 Ten years later the NFHS-y
showed 25X of women aged 20-24 reporting that they were mameo before 18- decling of more than 20 percentage points This rapd decling In the rate of early
marriage s unprecadantad In Ina’s history

There & still wice vanation In rates of child mamage across Indlan states in Bihar, Jharkhand. Rajasthan. and West Bengal 35-40% of women aged 20-24 repones
they wsre marmed before 18 Fewer than 10% of women aged 20-24 reported they were marmed before 18 in Goa. Hmachal Pradesh. Jammu and Kashimir Kersla and
Punjaby. Despite this wide varation: almost all states experienced dramatic declines over the past decace

progress.familyplanning2020.org/content/measurement






Continuing measurement challenges

e Current Exclusion of unmarried women
(including those aged 15-24) in many
countries

o Unmarried youth may be reluctant to report
sexual activity in a household survey setting

o Classifications of sexual activity and
contraceptive use may obscure
understanding of patterns of sexual activity
and contraceptive use

e Lack of data on very young adolescents

e Age disaggregation in health management
Information systems






DATA HIGHLIGHT: INDIA
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DRAMATIC CHANGES IN EARLY

MARRIAGE IN INDIA

e India’s National Family Health Survey 4 (NFHS-4) in
2015-2016: 25% of women aged 20-24 reported being
married before 18

e India’s National Family Health Survey 4 (NFHS-4) in 2005-
2006: 45% of women aged 20-24 reported being married
before 18

There is still wide variation in rates of child
marriage across Indian states:

e Bihar, Jharkhand, Rajasthan, and West Bengal, 35-40% of
women aged 20-24 reported they were married before 18.

e Fewer than 10% of women aged 20-24 reported they were
married before 18 in Goa, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and
Kashmir, Kerala, and Punjab



