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Induced Abortion

Introduction

• 40 to 60 millions abortions annually   

worldwide.

• 20 millions estimated unsafe and  95% of    

these occurred in developing countries.

• 80,000 women die each year.

• complications of Unsafe Abortion, one 

leading cause of maternal mortality = 13%  

of 600,000 maternal death each year.



Induced Abortion

Definitions

• Induced abortion: termination of a  

pregnancy 

- to preserve health = therapeutic

abortion

- for any reasons = elective abortion

•Spontaneous abortion = miscarriage

•Legal abortion

• Illegal abortion = criminal abortion



Procedures  

Abortion  by  instrumental evacuation

• 4 to 6 weeks: Dilation & Aspiration or Curettage

• 7 to 12 weeks: D & C after Dilation by laminaria or dilators
• 12 to 18 weeks: D & Evacuation

Abortion by medical induction

• < to 9 weeks: Mifepristone (RU 486), 200 to 600 μg per os 

followed by Misoprostil 400 μg per os or 800 μg

intravaginally is about 95% effective

• after 15 weeks: Dinoprost E2  (vaginal) and Misoprostol

Attention: Adverse effects of prostaglandins, nausea, 

vomiting, diarrhea



Other Methods 

• Herbs in folk medicine can cause serious 

even lethal side effects, such as multiple 

organs failure.

• Using trauma to the abdomen, such as 

forceful abdominal massage.

• Reported methods of unsafe, by self –

induced abortion include misuse of 

mifegyne, misoprostol (Ya Chine).



Complications

Serious complications 

• perforation of uterus : 0.1%

• major hemorrhage : 0.06%

• laceration of uterus : 0.1 – 1%

Most common delayed complications

• bleeding, retained placenta

• infection, peritonitis or sepsis

• sterility from synechiae , tubal fibrosis, 

incompetent cervix

• psychological trauma may occur in women who 

had previous psychological symptoms



Worldwide Incidence



Incidence and Trends

• Dramatic decline in abortion incidence in Eastern 

Europe where abortion is, for the most part legal : 

rate fell 90 to 44.

• Lowest abortion rate in the world is Western 

Europe (12/1000 women aged 15-44).

• Most abortions occur in Asia where most of the 

world's population is concentrated (26 million 

yearly and 9 million of these take place in China).



Abortion Law



Consequence of Unsafe Abortion

• Worldwide, an estimated five million women are 
hospitalized each year for treatment of abortion-related 
complications, such as hemorrhage and sepsis .

• Estimated 13% of maternal deaths worldwide, or 70,000 per 
year. 

• Almost all abortion-related deaths occur in developing 
countries, 650 deaths/100,000 unsafe abortion in Africa but 
only 10/100,000 in developed countries.

• 220,000 children worldwide lose their mothers every year.



Unintended Pregnancies

The Roots of Abortion
• Estimated 208 million pregnancies worldwide in 2008,   

33 million (16%) resulted in unintended birth and 41 
million ended in induced abortion (20%).

• Two-thirds(100 million) of unintended pregnancies in 
developing countries occur among women who are 
not using any method of contraception.

• The reasons why women (married and unmarried) do 
not use contraceptives most commonly include 
concerns about possible health and side-effects and 
the belief that they are not at risk of getting pregnant. 



Sex-selective abortion and female 

infanticide

It is suggested that sex-selective abortion might be 

partially responsible for the noticeable  disparities 

between the birth rates of male and female 

children in some places (China, Taiwan, India, 

South Korea).

In the People's Republic of China the historic son 

preference led to an increased disparity in the sex 

ratio as parents attempted to circumvent the law 

through sex-selective abortion or the abandonment 
of unwanted daughters. A ban upon the practice of 

sex-selective abortion was enacted in 2003.



Pro-choice and Pro-life

• The pro-life position argues that a human fetus is 

a human being with the right to live making 

abortion tantamount to murder. 

• The pro-choice position argues that a woman has 

certain reproductive rights, especially the choice 

whether or not to carry a pregnancy to term.



Public Opinion

Societal attitudes towards abortion

A May 2005 survey examined attitudes toward 
abortion in 10 European countries: “If a woman 
doesn't want children, she should be allowed to 
have an abortion”. The highest level of approval 
was 81% (in the Czech Republic); the lowest was 
47% (in Poland).



Societal attitudes towards abortion

A similar poll in April 2009 surveyed people in the 

United States about U.S. opinion on abortion: 

 18% said that abortion should be "legal in all 

cases", 

 28% said that abortion should be "legal in most 

cases", 

 28% said abortion should be "illegal in most 

cases”  

 16% said abortion should be "illegal in all 

cases".



Conclusions

 Unsafe abortion, though entirely 

preventable, continue to occur in almost  

all developing countries. 

 Preventing unintended pregnancies and 

unsafe abortion must therefore continue 

to be a high priority for improving 

women’s reproductive health.



Conclusions: Current status

 Although the evidence remains incomplete , 

there are increasing indications that both incidence 

of unsafe abortion and resulting mortality are rising 

among unmarried adolescent women in urban 

areas ,particularly where abortion is illegal and 

fertility regulation services are inadequate or 

inappropriate. 

Where abortion is strictly illegal , they have no 

other option than to seek an unsafe abortion or 

continue the pregnancy- with all the attendant 

social and educational consequences .



Conclusions : Impacts

 The legalization of abortion has not been 

systematically followed by elimination of unsafe 

abortion because women may be not be informed 

that safe abortion services are available or they 

may lack the resources, time or decision-making 

power to use such services 

 Government need to access the health impact 

of unsafe abortion, reduce the need for abortion by 

expanding and improving family planning services 

, improving access to emergency abortion care 

from all level of the health care system   and 

design laws and policies to improve women’s 

health and well being 


