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Introduction

• Works in close collaboration with the World Health 

Organization (WHO)

• Non-profit organization established in 2002

• UNDP/UNFPA/World Bank

• Supported by the City of Geneva and other Swiss and 

international institutions

Objective:

➢ To furnish health education and research programmes that can be 

applied by developing countries, and countries in economic 

transition, and to establish collaboration between entities from the 

public and private sector 
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My GFMER Journey

• Swiss Chancellery grant: Geneva Workshop

✓ Appointed Country Advisor- 2015

✓ Promoted to Country Coordinator-

2015

• First Country level activity in Nigeria 

2011 (Evidence based management 

of eclampsia/pre-eclampsia)

• Nigeria Field Epidemiology and Laboratory 

Training Programme (NFELTP-CDC)

Abuja 7th-11th December 2015

• Nigeria Medical Association (NMA- Fee 

subsidy and CMEs

• 1st Annual Scientific Sessions 2016-2017



Roles/responsibilities

• Students' coaching at local level, i.e., mentor and help the 

students to access the teaching material, learning methods

• Ensure communication with the course organizers and 

students

• Recruit eligible candidates for the course

• Create a network within the students from the same country 

• Organize if possible some meetings with students from the 

same country

• Establish partnerships with relevant agencies and individuals 

working in the sector



Mentors…………
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Country Level Activities
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1st Annual Scientific Session
February 25, 2016

• Keynote address: ‘’Reducing maternal mortality through high 
impact interventions: Emerging  challenges and opportunities’’ 
- Associate Professor Abdullahi Randawa

• Subtheme: ‘’Introducing online sexual and reproductive health 
training (SRHR)’’ - GFMER Country, Dr. Aishatu  Abubakar-Sadiq

• Reaching adolescents through health-workers/peers - Dr. 
Obafemi Babalola (NFTELP)

• Clubfoot: Establishing surveillance

and providing care in Kaduna State –

Mrs. Wunmi Arishola (Sure Steps Nigeria)

• Participants: 80 (41 female and 39 male)



2nd Annual Scientific Session
April 01, 2017

• TOPIC 1: Congenital anomalies in Nigeria: Challenges and 
ways forward - Dr Isa Abdulkadir (Consultant 
Pediatrician/neonatologist)

• TOPIC 2: Maternal mental health in Northern Nigeria: A 
neglected reality - Guest Speaker: Assoc. Prof Abdullahi 
Randawa

GFMER Presentations:

• TOPIC 3: Early Child Development (ECD)/ Preterm project

• TOPIC 4: Introduction to Online sexual and reproductive 
health training (SRHR) - GFMER Coordinator, Dr Aishatu 
Abubakar-Sadiq

• Participants: 70 (38 female and 32 male)



3rd Annual Scientific session
May 19, 2018

• Keynote address: “Changing population dynamics and utilization of 
family planning options in Nigeria’’- Dr Stephen Bature

• TOPIC 1: Introduction to GFMER, Switzerland and restructuring 
Online courses for sexual and reproductive health research training -
Dr Aishatu Abubakar Sadiq, Country coordinator GFMER, 
Switzerland

• TOPIC 2: Leadership & management for health-related research in 
Nigeria - Dr. Waziri Garba Dahiru, Site Coordinator University of 
Washington Training course in leadership/management for health

• TOPIC 3: Review of Early Child Development (ECD) in Nigeria: Any 
progress made so far? - Dr Amina Baloni,  Consultant 
Physician/UNICEF and Dr Aishatu Abubakar Sadiq, CC GFMER, 
Nigeria  

• Participants: 40 (28 female and 22 male)



Other Local Activities

Training Date No or participants
The evidence-based 

management of pre-

eclampsia and eclampsia

December 10, 2011 35

The evidence-based 

management of 

Postpartum Haemorrhage

June 7, 2014 26

Assessing Newborn

Growth by Anthropometry 

and Preterm Infant Feeding 

and Growth Monitoring

September 15, 2018 40

Assessing Newborn

Growth by Anthropometry 

and Preterm Infant Feeding 

and Growth Monitoring

September 27, 2018 42



Established Partnerships

• Nigeria Medical Association (NMA)

• Society of Obstetricians and Gynaecologist (SOGON)

• Ahmadu Bello University Teaching Hospital (ABUTH)

• Lagos State University Teaching Hospital (LASUTH)

• Friendz Unite

• Sure Steps Nigeria

• Federation of Muslim Women's Association of Nigeria

• Ministry of Health (Federal and State)

• UNICEF Country Office

• Medical Women's Association of Nigeria

• National Nursing and Midwifery Council



2016: 
NAME: Adenekan Osiyemi UCH, Ibadan, Nigeria.

Topic: Influence of family environment on risky sexual behaviour of in-school 
adolescents in Oyo State, Nigeria 

Occupation: Family Physician

Geneva Workshop Participation 



Research Protocols: Geneva Workshop 
2017



Geneva Workshop Participation 2017: 
NAMES: 

-Abiodun Essiet (Nurse)
-Oluwatomi Funbi Iken (GP/Family Physician)

-Okeke Ogenne Olive (Consultant)



Who is this?
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Join us at 

“Fondation Genevoise pour la Formation et la 

Recherche Médicales’’

Thank you 


