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BackgroundBackground
Low lying placenta. Incidence is 1:200 Low lying placenta. Incidence is 1:200 
deliveriesdeliveries
Painless vaginal bleeding, end of 2Painless vaginal bleeding, end of 2ndnd/3/3rdrd

trimester. Recurs & may be severetrimester. Recurs & may be severe
Diagnosis is confirmed by Diagnosis is confirmed by sonographysonography
Term baby: immediate deliveryTerm baby: immediate delivery
PrePre--term: conservative managementterm: conservative management
Hospital management until delivery Hospital management until delivery 
(expensive)(expensive)



Background (cont.)Background (cont.)

Recently, home care is suggestedRecently, home care is suggested
Couple is informed of need to report Couple is informed of need to report 
to hospital in timeto hospital in time
Studies show no benefit in hospital Studies show no benefit in hospital 
carecare
Home care saves moneyHome care saves money
Aim of the review: assess the safety Aim of the review: assess the safety 
of home managementof home management



MethodsMethods

Searched: Cochrane library, Searched: Cochrane library, 
Cochrane register of controlled Trials Cochrane register of controlled Trials 
& Medline& Medline
Systematic reviews of Systematic reviews of RCTRCT’’ss or trials or trials 
with/without randomizationwith/without randomization
Placenta Placenta previaprevia
Home versus hospital careHome versus hospital care
Maternal & fetal outcomes Maternal & fetal outcomes 



ResultsResults
Trial NoTrial No Trial ref.Trial ref. ParticipantsParticipants OutcomeOutcome CommentsComments

11 Wing et al Wing et al 
(7)(7)

2727--home home 
2626--hospitalhospital

SameSame Evidence Evidence 
level 1.level 1.
CheaperCheaper

22 DrostDrost S & S & 
Paul K (8)Paul K (8)

72 infant72 infant--
mother mother 
pairs pairs 
inpatients/inpatients/
outpatientsoutpatients

No No 
differencedifference

Level 3. Level 3. 
Home care Home care 
cheaper cheaper 
50%50%

33 MouerMouer JR JR 
(13)(13)

55 55 
inpatientsinpatients
49 49 
outpatientsoutpatients

No No 
differencedifference

Level 3. Level 3. 
Home care Home care 
cheapercheaper



DiscussionDiscussion

Only 1 RCT. Few patients. Power is Only 1 RCT. Few patients. Power is 
lowlow
Rest are retrospective studies. Level Rest are retrospective studies. Level 
33
Hope that home care is cheaper, Hope that home care is cheaper, 
acceptable to couplesacceptable to couples
More papers neededMore papers needed
More research neededMore research needed



ConclusionConclusion

Evidence is not enough to Evidence is not enough to 
recommend change in practice.recommend change in practice.
More research carefully selected More research carefully selected 
patients.patients.
Show safety of home care.Show safety of home care.
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