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with the objective of summarizing the
evidence relating to a particular
question.




volume of research is overwhelming

access to reports of research is
haphazard, and often biased

the quality of research is very variable
most studies are too small










[Mulrow. Ann Int Med, 1987}

"Current medical reviews do
not routinely use scientific

methods to identify, assess,
and synthesize information.”
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L

generally) suffer directly an
Indirectly

Policymakers, practitioners, and
patients have inadegquate information
to guide their choices among
alternatives

Limited resources for health care and
new research are used inefficiently




® critical appraisal
B meta-analysis

1 Updating/electronic publication




L[] Systematic reviews
L1 A “review” Is a retrospective study




(searching)
[] Selecting studies
L1 Critical appraisal




to identify, select and critically appraise
relevant research, and to collect and
analyse data from the studies that are
Included In the review.

Statistical methods (meta-analysis) may or
may not be used to analyse and summarise
the results of the included studies.
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Systematic reviews are retrospective
studies

Protocol preparation allows ‘a priorr’
decisions

To obtain feedback and criticism for
the review before it Is finalised




 Objectives
Selection criteria
Search strategy
Methods
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articipants
B sex, age groups, community vs hospital
Interventions

B Treatment vs nothing? Placebo?

B Treatment vs another treatment

Outcomes

B Substantive outcomes vs surrogate outcomes
B Outcomes important for decision-making

B Outcomes important for users (consumers)
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[1 handsearching

L1 expert help usually needed
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(critical appraisal)?

B A priori description

B Duplicate assessments
B Quality assessment

B Missing data
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Results
Discussion

Conclusions

B Implications for
practice

B Implications for
research

Acknowledgements
Conflict of interest




results of the included studies. Also
used to refer to systematic reviews
that use meta-analysis.
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Figure 1.3 Cumulative meta-analysis by year of publication or randomised
controlled trials of prophylactic lidocaine for acute myocardial infarction, and
recommendations of clinical expert reviewers (adapted from Antman et al'®)
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External cephalic version

Comparison: External cephalic version at term

wutcome: Hon-cephalic births
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[1 Cochrane Collaboration web site
(http://www.cochrane.orqg)

[1 Netting the evidence:
(http://www.shef.ac.uk/—scharr/ir/nett

Ing/)



http://www.cochrane.org/
http://www.shef.ac.uk/~scharr/ir/netting/
http://www.shef.ac.uk/~scharr/ir/netting/
http://www.shef.ac.uk/~scharr/ir/netting/
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