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Long Term VisionLong Term Vision



BackgroundBackground

Early Adolescents (10-12): Crucial Transitory Period (    s)
Mauritius – Move toward a Technology-based Society –
Cyber Island – Investment



Review :Early Adolescent SexualityReview :Early Adolescent Sexuality

Very few studies (N=15), Developing Countries (N=1)
Most studies Longitudinal 

Similarities:
– Crucial Role of Social Environment (E.g School, Work, Family etc)

(Bozick, 2006; Wright et al, 1990; Eggermont, 2005; Waller and DuBois, 2004; Paul et al., 2000; Whitbeck 
et al., 1999; Streitmatter et al., 1984, Scott-Jones and White, 1990) 

– Some early adolescents starts sexual activity before the age of 16
(Legal, social, and psychological implications) 

Main Difference: 

- amount knowledge that early adolescents have on sex, sexuality, and 
sexuality related concepts (Perhaps depend on sex IEC)



Review :Young People & Internet SexualityReview :Young People & Internet Sexuality
Lack of Empirical Evidences (N=9)

The Good
- Beneficial Medium for IEC on sexual self
(Amichai- Hamburger et al., 2002; Gross et al., 2002; Hamburger and Ben-Artzi, 2000; Kraut et al., 2002; Valkenburg et al., 2005). 

- Many young people are turning to Internet for IEC on sexuality
(Bay-Cheng, 2001; Kanuga and Rosenfeld, 2004)

The Bad
- Exposure to Online Sexuality Explicit

(Lo and Wei, 2005; Cameron et al., 2005, Kanuga and Rosenfeld, 2004 )

- Psychological and emotional distress 
(Lo and Wei, 2005; Lybarra et al., 2004; Beebe et al., 2004; Wolak et al., 2004; and McFarlene et al., 2002)

- Risk with Paedophiles 
(Levinne, 2000; Quayle and Taylor, 2002; Wolack et al, 2002; McKenna et al., 2002) 



Rationale of StudyRationale of Study
Mauritius Economic Investment: 
Sustainable (Human factor) – Panic (L’Express, 2006 –
Under 16 years making pornographic films in schools using latest technology) -Good Case 
Study – Various Social, Legal, Medical, Psychological implications

Formal Sex Education is absent – Early Adolescents 
towards Internet for IEC on Sexuality (But!)

Lack of Empirical Evidences (Internet for IEC on Sexuality)

Lack of Sociological Approach to looking 
at Early-adolescent sexuality (Sex is social also)



The StudyThe Study
Aims: Explore and identify the needs, expectations, and concerns 

of early adolescents in relation to Internet-based IEC on Sexuality

Research Questions:
1. What are the specific needs of early Adolescents in relation to IEC on 

Sexuality?
2. What are the expectations of early adolescents in relation Internet-

based Interactive IEC on sexuality?
3. What are the major concerns of early adolescents in relation to Internet-

based Interactive IEC on sexuality?
4. What are the early-adolescents’ perceived barriers and opportunities in 

using Internet-based IEC on sexuality?
5. How early adolescents can make and promote ethical use of Internet?  



Methodology: Phase 1aMethodology: Phase 1a

Qualitative Method – Exploratory nature – Rich and In-depth 
Data

Data Collections Techniques (Multiple Meth.)
1. Narrative Interviews
2. Internet-mediated Chat Room Based Interview
3. Focus Group Discussion

Data Analysis: Grounded Theory – Use of 
Atlas-ti
Sampling: Theoretical (Saturation/Fit) But Start with a 
Purposively chosen diverse sample



Ethical IssuesEthical Issues

Informed Consent & Autonomy 
– With all stakeholders (Except Chat room- Parents – Anonymity)

Confidentiality and Data Protection
Expert’s Advice + Other adults presence (where 
girls – a female)
Approval of an Ethical Board
Several other social research guidelines and 
Principles (Veracity, Justice and Fairness, 
Beneficence)
List of available services for early adolescents 
in Mauritius 



Research Process & OtherResearch Process & Other
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