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Module Objectives

• To be aware of the available WHO resources 
that can support your area of work 



Presentation Outline

• Sharing available WHO resources and 
upcoming ones

• Describe each resource:

– Background/Rationale 

– What the resource is about with content overview

– Target audience 

– E-link to access resource





What is it?

An interactive online tool to 
visualize: 

• Costs associated with health 
complications of FGM over a 
woman’s lifetime.

• Amount of money that can be 
saved in different scenarios of 
abandonment over time

for 27 countries with high FGM 
prevalence

Female Genital Mutilation Cost Calculator

Background and Rationale

• Limited involvement of 
health sector in FGM 
prevention

• The burden of health costs 
can be a powerful 
incentive to take action

• Evidence on the cost 
impact of health 
complications and FGM 
abandonment efforts 
limited

February 2020

https://srhr.org/fgmcost/

https://srhr.org/fgmcost/


Target Audience

Decision makers in:

Funding allocation e.g., ministers or 
donors

Designing policies, strategies, plans 
and programs



What is it?

• Training guide using several interactive training 
methods e.g., story telling, animated video, role plays, 
discussion storm to enable facilitators conduct  a three-
day participatory workshop with 16–20 participants 

• Content can be adapted to address specific knowledge 
and skills gaps in shorter refresher trainings

Person Centered Communication for FGM
Prevention: a facilitator’s guide

Background and Rationale

• Health care providers lack knowledge and skills to 
communicate effectively on FGM

• No evidence-based resources to strengthen these skills

February 2022

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240041073

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240041073


Person Centered Communication for FGM Prevention: a 
facilitator’s guide

Target Audience

Health professional trainer

Primarily designed for midwives and nurses but 
can be adapted to other health care providers



What is it?

• Evidence based recommendations on the management 
of health complications associated with or caused by 
FGM

• Content can be used for job aids, pre- and in-service 
professional training material

Guidelines on the management of health 
complications from FGM 

Background and Rationale

• Health care providers lack knowledge and skills to 
communicate effectively on FGM

• No evidence-based resources to strengthen these skills

June 2016



https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789241549646

Guidelines on the management of health complications 
from FGM 

Guidelines with an executive summary and policy brief

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789241549646


• 4 Domains
• 5 Recommendations  (R)
• 8 Good practice statements (BP)

Target Audience

Health-care provider caring for 
girls and women who have 
undergone FGM

Policy-makers, health-care 
managers and others in charge of 
planning, developing and 
implementing national and local 
health-care protocols and policies



April 2018

Care of girls and women living with FGM -
a clinical handbook

Rationale

• To enhance the uptake of WHO guidelines for 
management by health-care providers

What is it?

• Derivative of the WHO guidelines

• A user-friendly handbook to guide health-care 
providers to:
– Provide comprehensive care

– Effectively communicate and care using person and family 
centered approach

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789241513913

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789241513913


Target Audience

Health-care provider caring for 
girls and women who have 
undergone FGM



What is it?
• Training guide focuses on

– The knowledge and skills to prevent and manage FGM. 
– Strategies for involving individuals, families, 

communities, and political leaders in the prevention of 
FGM.

– Management of women living with FGM during 
pregnancy, childbirth, and the postpartum period. 

FGM – Integrating the prevention and the 
management of the health complications into 
the curricula of nursing and midwifery –
a Teacher’s and Student’s Guide

Background and Rationale

• FGM related content for training was limited 

• Midwives and nurses make up most of the health work 
force and work with women living with FGM

December 2001





Target Audience

Teachers responsible for educating 
and training medical students, 
clinical officers, public health 

officers, and other health-care 
providers

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-RHR-01.16

Target Audience

medical students, clinical officers, 
public health officers, and other 

health-care providers

https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/66857/WHO_F
CH_GWH_01.4.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-RHR-01.16
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/66857/WHO_FCH_GWH_01.4.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/66857/WHO_FCH_GWH_01.4.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y


Integrating female genital mutilation content into nursing 
and midwifery curricula: a practical guide

February 2022

Background and Rationale

The competencies of the International Confederation for 
Midwives/Nurses and for other health professions are not 
specific on FGM

FGM material for training exists but no guidance on how to 
systematically identify what content is needed and how to 
include it into new/existing training curricula

What is it?

A guide to develop context specific FGM training content and 
how to integrate it within new/existing training curricula

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240042025

Target Audience

Curriculum planners and 
educators at all levels 

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240042025


1. Knowledge on FGM 
that is relevant to the 

contextual setting 

2. Understanding 
one’s own and the 

community’s values 
and attitudes on FGM

3. Legal and 
accountability 

measures on FGM and 
FGM medicalization

4. Roles and 
responsibilities in 

providing FGM 
prevention and care 

services 

5. Management of 
FGM complications as 

per professional 
competencies

6. How to offer 
person-centred

communication for 
FGM prevention

Six FGM Learning 
Outcomes

Step by Step approach 

Integrating female genital mutilation content into nursing and midwifery curricula: a 
practical guide



January 2022

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240040731

Ethical considerations in research on FGM
Background and Rationale

• FGM related research is growing informed by a global 
research agenda 

• FGM is a sensitive research topic, which can bring risk to 
participants and researchers at all stages of research

What is it?
• A guidance document to strengthen the ethical conduct of 

all research on FGM

• This resource

– Highlights the key ethical considerations faced by 
researchers 

– Maximizes the impact and quality of research on FGM

– Minimizes the risks for participants

– Provides guidance for all kinds of studies on FGM

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240040731


Target Audience

Researchers at all stages of 
research, researchers and 

research ethics committees 



May 2010

Global strategy to stop health-care providers from 
performing FGM

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-RHR-10.9

Rationale

• FGM medicalization trend increasing

• Global health community and national authorities require 
strategic approach to address it

What is it?

• A guidance document to strategically 
address FGM medicalization through 
four pillars of action

Target Audience

Policy makers in governments, 
parliamentarians, international 

agencies, professional 
associations, community leaders, 
religious leaders, NGOs and other 

institutions

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-RHR-10.9


• Part I covers terminologies, burden of FGM and its medicalization
• Part II relates FGM medicalization to global goals and concerns
• Part III explains the reasons why FGM medicalization happens, why it should 

not happen and challenges that need to be overcome
• Part IV spells out the strategy to stop FGM medicalization 



June 2008

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789241596442

Eliminating female genital mutilation: an interagency 
statement

Background and Rationale

• A joint statement on FGM was made in 1997 by WHO, 
UNICEF and WHO

• Since then, increasing efforts made to address FGM with 
wider UN agencies 

• FGM prevalence remains high requiring stronger 
commitment and efforts

What is it?

• An Interagency Statement written and signed by a wider group of United 
Nations agencies to:

– support advocacy 

– highlight the human rights and legal dimensions of the problem 

– share new evidence and lessons learnt over the past decade

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789241596442


Target Audience

Call to all States, 
international and national 
organizations, civil society 
and communities to uphold 
the rights of girls and 
women

Call to program 
implementers and 
communities to develop, 
strengthen, and support 
specific and concrete 
actions 



January 2001

FGM: the prevention and the management of 
the health complications 

– Policy guidelines for nurses and midwives

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-FCH-GWH-01.5

Background and Rationale

• FGM medicalization trend increasing

• Limited policies on midwifery practice on de-infibulation, 
on adherence to WHO guidelines and FGM 
documentation in clinical records and health information 
systems

What is it?

• A set of policies on de-infibulation, re-infibulation, FGM 
medicalization, documentation of FGM within clinical records and 
health information

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-FCH-GWH-01.5


Target Audience

Those responsible for 
developing policies and 
directing practices of nurses, 
midwives and other health-
care providers

Educators/facilitators who 
train nurses, midwives and 
other health-care providers



https://www.who.int/multi-media?healthtopics=b3387754-2f0a-48a4-93f7-8d4cae10087b

https://www.who.int/multi-media?healthtopics=b3387754-2f0a-48a4-93f7-8d4cae10087b


What is it?
Compendium of WHO 
resources within six 
categories to facilitate 
access
https://srhr.org/fgmresources/

FGM prevention and care: a resource kit for the health 
sector

https://srhr.org/fgmresources/


Products in The Pipeline

1. New updated and expanded WHO guidelines

2. Measurement guide on FGM for health 
sector

3. Standardized FGM related knowledge, 
attitudes and practices questionnaire for 
health-care providers 

4. Guiding templates for conducting situational 
assessment and developing national health 
action plans



Summary

• Wide range of WHO resources available for: 
– Health policy-makers

– Program planners and managers

– Health-care providers

– Educators

– Members of professional associations

– Monitoring and evaluation officers

– Civil society

– Researchers
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