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The Geneva Foundation for Medical 

Education and Research (GFMER) 

 Is a non-profit organization established in 2002. 

 Is a WHO Collaborating Centre in Education and Research in 

Human Reproduction. 

 Is supported by the Republic and Canton of Geneva, the 

Department of Social Affairs of the City of Geneva, and other 

national and international institutions. 

 Has built a strong partnership with governmental and non-

governmental organizations for the exchange of information 

and expertise at international level and plays the role of 

resource center in terms of training and research. 



 To provide a postgraduate training in research methodology in Reproductive Health. 

 

 To develop & conduct research & research synthesis activities. 

 

 To assist partner institutions in the conduct of postgraduate medical education programmes. 

 

 To collaborate with WHO on e-learning activities as well as on the conduct of short 
postgraduate courses in epidemiology. 

 

 To provide expertise to WHO or to centres of WHO's network requesting collaboration in 
research, research training or clinical aspects in human reproduction. 

GFMER 

WHO Collaborating Centre in Education and Research in 

Human Reproduction 

Terms of reference 



GFMER/WHO Training course in Sexual and 
Reproductive Health Research  
 

• From 2003 to 2009 for health professionals from around the 
globe at WHO headquarters in Geneva. 

• It was disseminated in Afghanistan, Argentina, Cameroon, 
China, Laos, Indonesia, and Romania through the active 
collaboration of participants of the course in Geneva. 

• From 2010 the course became a distance learning course.  



GFMER/WHO Online Training Course in  

Sexual and Reproductive Health Research 

 Distance training, online course launched in 2010 by 

GFMER/WHO and its partners.  

 Offers quality training to health professionals and health care 

providers, whose access to learning is limited by time, financial 

resources or other constraints and where access to quality 

education and learning in the field of reproductive health is 

limited. 

 Is designed to address a wider range of contemporary 

reproductive and sexual health problems, especially for 

developing countries. 



























 May-November: 7 months distance learning.  

 One week Intensive training in WHO Geneva for the 

participants with best research projects, selected after 

an in-depth evaluation of participants’ performance by 

the scientific committee of the course. 

 

GFMER /WHO Online Training Course in  

Sexual and Reproductive Health Research  
 

Course duration 



A total of 36 teachers from: 

 World Health Organization (WHO) 

 GFMER 

 Other national and international institutions 

GFMER/WHO Online Training Course in Sexual and Reproductive Health Research  
 

Lecturers 2011 



 On-line lectures and key readings.  

 For each module students receive assignments from course 

organizers. This helps the students to become more familiar 

with scientific reading and writing and applying the knowledge 

acquired in their day-to-day professional practice. 

 Interaction among the participants and between participants 

and course organizers through e-mail, Google Group, Skype, 

Facebook.  

 Throughout the course, participants constantly receive 

guidance and support from module coordinators. 

 
 

Learning methods 

GFMER/WHO Online Training Course in  

Sexual and Reproductive Health Research 



Final evaluation based on 

 A literature review of a topic of the interest of the participant, 

or the development of a research protocol on a topic of the 

choice of the participant relevant to his/her professional 

practice. 

GFMER/WHO Online Training Course in  

Sexual and Reproductive Health Research 



In 2010 a total of 147 health professionals from 48 

countries were enrolled in the training program. 

In 2011 a total of 147 health professionals from 39 

countries were enrolled. The majority of them were 

from developing countries 

GFMER /WHO Online Training Course in  

Sexual and Reproductive Health Research  

 

Success 





 
 
Criteria for certification 

• Timely submission of required number of assignments. 

• Development of a research protocol or a literature search on a 

    health problem. 

• Active interaction with course organizers and other 

participants. 

 

 

 

 

 

GFMER/WHO Online Training Course in  

Sexual and Reproductive Health Research 



GFMER/WHO Online Training Course in  
Sexual and Reproductive Health Research 

Executive Committee Members 


